Editorial Note

In An Experiment in Criticism, C.S. Lewis writes, “. . . we seek an enlargement
of our being. We want to be more than ourselves. Each of us by nature sees
the whole world from one point of view with a perspective and a selective-
ness peculiar to himself. . . . We want to see with other eyes, to imagine with
other imaginations, to feel with other hearts, as well as with our own. . . . We
demand windows.”

In 2023, at any moment, we can access the outward expressions of thou-
sands of diverse perspectives, imaginations, and hearts through a few taps
or keystrokes. The merit of such unlimited access and the technologies that
grant it has been—and ought to be—debated in many forums. But it’s safe to
say that instant access to others’ frequently off-the-cuff points of view doesn’t
usually generate the sort of “enlargement of our being” Lewis describes here.
In fact, unfortunately, the temptation can be to respond to others” “hot takes”
with our own, thereby shutting doors instead of opening any windows.

In a world filled with careless communication, we at VII continue to
believe that considered, deliberate scholarship becomes arguably more
important, if perhaps less popular. The best scholarship is always opening
windows: onto a range of perspectives, different historical eras and events,
unique understandings, or fresh interpretations of our place and purpose as
human beings. The best scholarship enlarges our understanding, our intel-
lect, and our character.

In these pages of VII you will find this quality of scholarship. Three of the
articles in Volume 39 open windows onto the life and thought of C.S. Lewis,
himself. Who was Lewis, beyond what we know of him through his own
writing and the biographical work of others? Steven Beebe and Joel Heck
place a piece in that puzzle, guiding us through a fresh archive of letters—
previously unpublished—that reveals how Lewis operated as an editor and
professional colleague: a strategic, collegial side of Lewis that nonetheless
shows the consistency of his character and aspirations, no matter the context.

Carrie Birmingham and Clark Moreland explore societal forces—the
Edwardian public school system and the Cold War, respectively—that
worked on Lewis to shape his character and the perspectives that emanated
from it. From their work we receive not only understanding about what
influenced Lewis’s thinking and writing; we also find models for how to
integrate life’s hardships into one’s maturation and how to sincerely eval-
uate and wrestle with one’s convictions over a lifetime.

Kathryn Wehr, discussing Dorothy L. Sayers, likewise demonstrates how
Sayers’s play The Zeal of Thy House provided new eyes and a new imagina-
tion through which to see the story of the fire and rebuilding of Canterbury
Cathedral. Sayers’s re-envisioning of the historical narrative reveals poten-



2 VII: Volume 39

tial spiritual dimensions to historical events—and the proposition that life’s
seemingly mundane activities might be shot-through with the divine, if
one’s perspective is so angled.

Also, in this volume we honor the magnanimous lives of three educators
whose labor and companionship in this work have deeply impacted VII.
Rolland Hein and Rosamund Kent Sprague were wise and faithful friends
of and advisors to VII for many years. Ann Loades, though not directly
connected with the journal, shaped the discipline of theology and the realm
of Sayers scholarship in ways that mustn’t go unrecognized by a publication
that has benefitted from her scholarship.

Finally, with this volume we welcome Jeffrey Barbeau, professor of
theology at Wheaton College, to the VII Editorial Board as a peer reviewer
with expertise in religion and literature, the history of Christian thought,
and the British Romanticism that influenced VII's authors. We also want to
take this opportunity to express our gratitude to two VII Editorial Board
members who are rotating out of their advisory roles with the publica-
tion of this volume. Lee Ryken and Ralph Wood have been indispensable
readers, advisors, guides, and friends to this journal and its staff for decades.
Trustworthy experts on matters related to Lewis, Tolkien, British literature,
and the Christian imagination, they will also be missed for their clear-eyed
assessments of submissions and the wit and grace of their camaraderie. May
this next season of their lives be equally grace-filled.

And may you, reader, find in these pages of robust scholarship windows
that not only broaden your view and your understanding, but that let the
light in as well.

MARJORIE LAMP MEAD
Executive EDITOR

KENDRA LANGDON JUskus
EDITOR
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